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The effects of biochar application and nano Zn foliar spray on yield
and physiological characteristics of Cucurbita pepo L.
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Abstract. Cucurbita pepo L. seeds are very important in the nutrition and pharmaceutical industries due to high
amounts of oil . To investigate the effects of biochar (0, 5, and 10 tons per hectare) and foliar spraying with zinc
nanoparticles (0, 2, and 4 milligrams per litter), an experiment was conducted as factorial based on randomized
complete blocks design, in the Field. Fruit number and leaf Zn content were increased at 5 and 10 t/ha of biochar with
both nano zinc foliar spray. Ten t/ha biochar treatments with both levels of nano Zn increased seed number per fruit, ,
biological yield, harvest index, and plant oil yield. Five t/ha biochar with 4 mg/L of nano zinc and 10 t/ha biochar with
foliar spraying with both nanoparticle concentrations increased hundred seed yield, biological yield, and chlorophyll
index in the plant. The top amounts of phenolic content were observed in 5 and 10 t/ha biochar with 4 mg/L of zinc
nanoparticle spray. The relative water and anthocyanin content increased in 10 t/ha biochar. Overall, the results of this
study showed that the use of 10 t/ha biochar and foliar spraying of 2 and 4 mg/L zinc nanoparticles increased the yield
and physiological characteristics of the plant.

Key words. Chlorophyll, Harvesting index, Qil yield, Phenol
Received 29.04.2024/ Revised 29.01.2025/ Accepted 29.01.2025/ Published 15.03.2025 IR VANATNT R TN 28 VR VAR WIY 38 VAR VIRRUV I VAR 28 FLR VL WS AN

AVAR


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/11.4.21
https://nbr.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3666-en.html

[ Downloaded from nbr.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-27 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/11.4.21 ]

Vojodi. The effects of biochar application and nano Zn foliar spray...

cole jehieds Aol jlgn 5l 0gd s Jeols 5eS]
30 ;0 oS 5 ol sl ool g oo S ColS S5 g
5 sl gysas o ol seke @l Jdoas 3l ans
)\b )L‘>5.u )| oolﬁ.u.u‘ Mbsa w‘)ﬁ‘ 4 9) JL‘> 6)5)L1
(SoakS o Sluls a5 cage 0018 e
SllS sbojlE Ol pl als (S o S Jlg osge
NgO NdOung et al, ) Cawloads (5"5‘“3“)—‘ u‘).»...u 9
Lyls g jlegn ags o oolatul 550 oole gg5 (2021
£5 ooboly Jlrge )l 3l Jpame kS (55, o] 4
db.c ).»aL».C 65[}- Cl kji‘o.c L)T L oolawl Sy90 ools
‘) S )‘ L‘;""K' )mts a_:.\> ‘s,bly Oared g 00g
i Jdoay SBB o e YL slacdale ail axils
WLHQLS OL:.? .\.w) 6‘).! S )‘ L)"‘i"‘“ U‘J.lﬁ 9 LQ:OJ.».}}”
oS sl JIslesss aie 5l S s b
Uil (S g sep S o ol gl Ldoa
as ol plis ow,n SO b (Ndoung et al., 2021
Jsb 5 08 0j9 imbogm RIBl cage Slrgm 008
AKNtar et ) ol (5,98 (i Cot dunjoamw 5O dds,
51 oolazwl a5 ol ylis 938 [0 (5,500 o,y @l 2015
Khajeh Haghverdi et al., ) a.i sgue 4 ails Stz ()54
2 e 5l eolatsl B s oS o Slee iol38l (2018
5 S Wl atie Guiored g ad hyl58 LS oS
il g ol by ladys Bpae 1alS cage s
g 0 p)l5 31 jo canjlase i (Sodl 5l G,k
(Wuetal., 2019) culs auly
3 okS ks S50 S9p8 sdRen,; pobis 5l (S s,
b Snle 5 (Saislnsed slanld ol sk
e 00l oy T Culld S czrge 59y 08
9 S g oSS, Fingm 3 (sote (B 095
Cled )0 sege iR (59, Oyl 1) olS yo bl jaieg S
Songet) s,ls I, RNA 3 DNA ( sl s slaes 1
ool ob; maw ¢ oldgL S48 o3l @l., 2015

22/vY

SIE R3S 6995 2 539, 0,350 b (B Jslwe 5 s 3,1 256 53529

doddo

Cucurbita pepo L. ole ol L (53elS (56 5905
godlgls 5l e 5 Aluh WL SG g alS
S9) 2z ool 5 5 S5 shlo gu8 aBl e lugeS
ol cpl &l (Younis et al., 2000) aib oo 4540 S
Szl riee Sl gy weys P BT (gl
Q'éj) Sl ML 9 s.i..i.]j‘ ‘;S..:J}..J M‘ °L.5 LJ'cﬁ)
il oy ool gol> A w58 (908
id o pSke ¥ Slii) B 5 A Glagasbug
sleails (et al., 2016; Khalili & Nejatzade, 2020
599 alnds I a5 wilb o gyl Ol Glhls gas
Wl py55 Oleys wiile izes Gl lony Oloys sl
5 OlsS oy @i il slme hie Sonte
(Moazen et al., 2007) sgi o ool ol Clas
(Sladss cuxsy 4 oy (K Jpamwe opl o, Sles
gerve olitul 5 (B Cugh; (el ely; ool ol
S Wi, glp gaS Bl 1y Soxe 5 JI oS
Moradi ) sas o x5 1, olgl,8 Gﬂ Slge b lo 1Sy
ol Glp Lolss aliél 4 axg5 L (Marjane et al., 2014
tiwly )0 oS ojgyel (Sl ghaw o Jgame
Al e pll Jl= 50 Jpame CuinS 5 CanS o8l

u_)y?M u,o)j).: B ‘51[.».@.»..» 6[.%&95 )‘ oolawl
Somez Gl b Sl AlB1 58 59,459, (65,9088
6Lmo95 o')).‘l.mf o).g)lS ‘@\..\.c 0‘5.4 6‘)‘.’ Lolss w.")s‘ 9
prmwsS] 0055 g Canjlae (S0l Sl oleend
S0 1) (6 i (v:o‘}? oM L;\ox..zfoljfd A PR
slras Jslooss 03l L b osd oo O o)l
o Sl oS aals 0,5 L g oleewd glaosS
as ols plis el (135 6995 ;0 JT g ol slaogS
GlosS olen 4 pals 055 LSe o 5 VO oS
S 9 o5 3 bes il cage by g 5and (5 5
(Hosseini et al., 2016) o 3elS o35 5405

w575 ) 8 Sl oS 5 i aelr sosle Sl
Ok bt 5o g Vb ol S e (JTslse olesds


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/11.4.21
https://nbr.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3666-en.html

[ Downloaded from nbr.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-27 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/11.4.21 ]

Nova Biologica Reperta 11(4): 21-36 (2025)

4 Jya> Sjso 0 b allbe Jyame oSles g ol
20,5 oaliul (65,9liS 55 i 50 o] 5l osllae azs
g, g olge

9 )lrsm 995 9l 23U 2l Hokiedy ol adou

oo (Fpos W » oGy 088l L AhJslxe
Sl sae)re 3 GXBRIT 5995 Suiglssed
el ) olul,dl Sae apd oKiils (g5,5las ouSisls
az s FOI 5 Il 4z YYIVE e Ve o pelans
JsSl (alejl &js0a ol (gl o plonil (5
plsl SIS aw b (Bolas Lol slaSsl )b B o
Yo Gee b S i ol aiges (ool cotls 5l L3 ab
Sy50 Hlgm 065 9 S Olasin 4 .0 plol e le
Sl 0als o )lal G gz 0yl oy p jo colai]

OFF) YAYFF ol N ale ) pole 58 g sloasily

Ganld 5l )l yo D3l A& Gl corge
3oeolaiul cwl eal oS Sl o SO5edesd
WA lp eyl g, o eoy35l 02 lagdaas,
mgST (Sogll 5l 098 GBrae uals L g oog oLS
Jyaze ;3 355 oxile Sl fall crge 5 03,5 (xS 5l>
5o olS sl jo sago LA (59, 0,390 3l colaiwl 09l o
Sl s Lulps logase Jase caliee aylys
Jdoas (id j0 o5 e B00) (59, 0,396 YL cdale
a)lo ‘) °L.5 2 )." 3 )) m‘ ra)s LSYL‘ u...])l?
oS ;0 (59, 0,345L ;| solaxwl (Rasouli et al., 2022)
Vojodi Mehrabani et ) o oL5 jo L8 5  suilowss]
ot s obS s ae Jelgs ] .l., 2016
yolo oy 3l B I o)l Jaame o, Sles jiuli8l o
2 895 05986 b (LB sloe 5 g 025 25U L))

Pl plojl 50 ooliiwl 3,90 sl gm 9 S (2 lorit- 50 1 Glasido - Jgu
Table 1. Physico-chemical characteristics of soil and biochar used in this experiment

Characteristics | Texture N content | Kcontent | P content | Organic pH EC
(%) (%) (%) matter (%) (ds/m)

Biochar - 0.79 0.17 /14 13 8.2 4.2

Soil Silty loam 0.05 0.7 0.8 0.79 7.1 1.1
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foliar spraying with zinc nanoparticles.
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Table 2. Analysis of variance for the growth and yield characteristics of C. pepo under biochar application and

Source of df Fruit Seed Seed yield | hundred Seed Harvest | Biological
variation number number seed yield index Yield
per plant | per plant weight
Replication 2 0.16™ 1464 341225" 81" 12024" 0.0036" 432651"
Biochar (A) 2 2.5 15784™ 4215587" 239" 325747" 0.013" 578945"
Foliar spray (B) 2 0.6™ 18542" 5478318 2187 54821" 0.078" 1234758"
B xA 4 2.9 24163" 15254874 | 214541" | 785401" | 0.098" | 1789578"
Error 16 1.3 1438 12451 88 4754 0.004 121521
CV. 8.4 11 11 8 12 7.7 10.5
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ns, * and ** refer to nonsignificant and significant differences at 5 and 1% probability levels, respectively.
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Table 3. Mean compression for the interaction effects of biochar application and foliar spray with nano Zn on
physiological traits of C. pepo

Biochar (t/ Foliar Fruit Seed Seed yield | hundred | Biological Harvest Oil yield oil
ha) spray number number (Kg/ha) seed yield index (%) (Kg/ha) | content
(mg/L) per plant | per plant weight (g) (t/ha) (%)
0 0 0.884 242¢ 651¢ 19.2¢ 1.5¢ 214 187¢ 15¢
0 2 0.97° 274¢ 721° 28° 1.7¢ 23° 224¢ 21°
0 4 1.0° 264°¢ 753¢ 200 2.4° 25¢ 247¢ 20.5°
5 0 0.94¢ 253 699¢ 23° 2.1° 24° 288¢ 17¢
5 2 1.2% 354° 875°¢ 240 2.5 27° 313¢ 23°
5 4 1.3 386° 902b 328 2.9 28° 348° 26°
10 0 1.0° 296° 743¢ 23° 2.3 27° 390° 24°
10 2 1.5 410? 10612 33 2.9 38%® 4232 33?
10 4 1.6 4282 1086° 357 2.9 40° 4772 30.92
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Significant differences among treatments are indicated by different Latin letters based on Duncan's test (P<1 and

56).

Moradi Marjane et ) o ogee o,Skae 2alS 5 ogue
Minhasa et al., ) «,5 o _id=s . .@l., 2014
Huang ) «LL.s 4 (Wang et al., 2021) ,Ls (2020
cxge Hlzaw 05 &S wb akie (el al, 2024
S S5 b olS 3 Shes g Cullon a3l Sl
ool il Gl crse s, xSk L ol
b Gl 4 g 0l olS (098 a5 598 oaiS Sl
Ogola et al., ) sgi 0 oS o,See il C>go
U5l Jed IS (slgme (aldl o 59, 005 (2021
Adil et al., ) s poss o cuiloy jasls 5 o Slee
oy 2l asl o 398 Slllas 51 Jol> abs (2022

26/v¢

il g el
A oanlie wald jles jo cudlopy jasld o eS
Hhdsbre mhw 93 52 L largn BSe )0 (5 0 slajlers
POV ol bl s S 8 e G s bl Sk )
St wxge (Hhdslre pac Ll o jlasn LSe
Al 3g 0ad )53 ol A Cad Cll ezl
S 50 55 Ve le po cllyy (atls (liee on il
655 50350 Sl o p S ke VoV (LBh Joloxe bl
PRURUIA RSP WSSV VRSN | s PRES IR TR
OER dype Hliay Bl 3l 5e s 95 00, L
Slge ol pas 4y bgs e wals jlos jo cliley el
23l ol Gl 39y Logase oS 5Ls 500 i
o als olasd S w8l cage 39S 39S


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/11.4.21
https://nbr.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3666-en.html

[ Downloaded from nbr.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-27 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/11.4.21 ]

Nova Biologica Reperta 11(4): 21-36 (2025)

lay55l8 plmle b o] 60 ,Skoe (sloog S 4y ooty
iz Wgd oS p S S SIS el carge
9 bshe dacdl )5 (59, 9 celio @jes 5 JUit]
5 Jobe b Sk 5l plals sl (Jobo 0950 slapll
L.Zlobin 2021) ¢l opo Jlws oS coslin 5,Sles
A S lerlon 9 (Kb Ll dse 4 4z g
WlS 30 (53, LB 4 azg b Gizmed g s 08
g ool g0 o Bl 0l o) e Shia o
Sfles Glalidl 4 g ead ol o Slas 5 0l dee

25 SaS olS Sojglg

€9y 0,5 e g lgime
e B 50 (5 Ve e 50 (589, 3 ,Shes g Igione
S35 0¥l Sl po p S e ¥ g Vo8l ol b
oslainl 0,90 slo led o) casmsylis aS” cdl i3l
okS jo o8y, O fee MBI ogas ;s jolo (pw)n 5o
w9 b 50 69y 0096 b (GAbglme (T Jgux) o9
(Gupta et al., 2022) o oL o 4éq, lgimme iol38l
Gloceisy 5 Glap 3l 5l gl [5SEsS (lsiea o)
Jos ol 50 585, Wy plendion Gloyese o 15,0
5 o9, woy YL (Ghani et al, 2022) &S
5 ool 055 0,5 aali led jo a8 Clloy asll
, (Hosseini et al., 2016) o Jol> oleds 055
UMJLQ_‘B —>90 (59 )‘ oolazwl a5 ol ua.?uwo L;O.».OJU
GBS 45 gd e oL o ALYSL3 5 AYSLL cslags
Waters ) ol 1, asls 4y (2S0T gl 51 g9, JW! o oo
50 AIMTPL slo 5 (59, lasdss cou (et al., 2006
o GnlPl cage AMTAD o STy o 55, mes
5 oNle odija g odd ged Jlojo gl (i 50 59,
obe (Renetal, 2012) oS oSS & 0,33 i)l
Mgl cge @y 0 e 5l eoliiul JI s ABPL 5
O STy Jlasl b aS 0l ol S o g SlS
ol 1) ol o aBle g ady, b (2liobs, 40 (et
Al asie e 0 b o (Gelova et al., 2021)
Oi9F A oS Semd RIPl carge win slrem &S
Losoad olS 0 L89S slyime 5 Jobs BB el

27/YY

OF V) VIYE S olad ) Valr o psle 0 (ng sloazily
sl pols Badod jo colaiwl 0,50 (sloogS aS ol lis
s 1y adllas 590 Cito p Culio
Siglem o o

oS shee T U o3l sbone 5 (o5 Jslone (g0 Ll
SIS Sl 08 e Lallye g5, 0)35L it o
350 ol e olS 3 Soidden o Sles (n S
RIS SRRy NS NP EC o
Hhdshoe bolrgm )i 5o o5 Ve Jles 5 65 0,590
QLS 5o o3 YI) s, 0,396 i 0 p S e £ g ¥
3V Jgo2) ad ol Sujglan o,Slee (llidl crge
YO+) oyl 355 5 eoliiul a5 0l avie asllhs S
) 635155 (5905 ogme 5 ails 3 ,Slas (LSa o o,55LS
, (Moradi Marjane et al., 2014) ols 258l
5Shee Jlogn T ooke a5 0 Lasie &3 4o slasdlas
(Minhasa et al., 2020) sls _zol33l 1, olS SG3590gm
Jedor )L o Sdee g 0y lBl o e 008
a8 olS Lawgs Sl g g peely e Qi SR8
ols plas j pols sy 5l Jol> mbs (Khan, 2023)
Cashy 5 @S dlge el Jdoa Jlzgn JT esle oS
guad 45 ALl ol o Sl g o, (iol38l 0 cege LU
oS 0 ML’&S" 693 od...;[abul Sladss @L; L
b s (Vojodi Mehrabani et al., 2017) 055 glanil
&9, 0,956 b b Jsl=e (Davarpanah et al., 2016)
b boaadsind e Joles ol olS o Shoe Liul33l o ge
Gl (plid slogtisy hyddlsw 5 59, sloads>
3 89 ol sl n wasoe IR Joho slas
Lasblhams oly,S) b glawy] Joli obls
SeSlnge (o) oelss)
ML)GA DNA L OJ.)}M}JM GLQUALS)J 9 ()bwo
o) fawg 0nST g sla 0l (Sofo et al., 2018)
Lad 5l cdadlne go a5 Wigd oo S5 ZN-CU-SOD

do3lsg,mes ol

a0 gete LAE (53 9bor HameloenST Rl 4o
Logase) (Ssopp csmil lacald (Jsho o Slos
iedore 5o S weSliss co s (ST
oS 50 S siliwgen 5 Joho slad Coles lase

Jlail b asls o 3, slogg colopen jebay wo)ls


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/11.4.21
https://nbr.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3666-en.html

[ Downloaded from nbr.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-27 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/11.4.21 ]

Vojodi. The effects of biochar application and nano Zn foliar spray...

Ay Sgngp 4 asme o Sl 2alS L g wodd oS
oy o e (Kandil et al., 2022) 65’ o SeS oLS
0,590 5 by Syme slag S ply 05 ogas jo
o)l g99 2 plys 0,5 45wl asein oLS 5 g,
9 O3ar Col (LS slaige,se g Ll g
Seyed Sharifi et ) os oL5 jo Il ginwgis 6,15 0gup0
SY 05,5 golul o e 2 g5, (@l 2020
J39)5 Gl cge @osb (ol g axsls Joyodlge
oolo i (POrphobilinogen) j5edogsy  0ed oo
e 5 Sy wkails o] oSt o8 ool LIS g
Glad Coeled Laa> 5 LSET 0 pege B (59, el
Ol oy o Hkias e (Powell, 2000) s)ls Jsbes
gm0 Al e (I Cusb; 5 alie slee D3
Fwgtd slp 5L 090 Slge 4 ol Sy (o s 2z ge
3 S5y NS eSS ok s adss gl 4 g ead
oRlP L g s B ST Sgn 9 Setee peed
il s e oS o,lee il crge Sy ol
Fiese Sl 6092) Sl SinS sl el
P 55 Sloptanmyid 0 Slee 30 5 (J3g,15
Sliwd Golen) 9 NS S Slygrm Jomlsand collesd
SR e ) yaed 5 Gig e i Gl g PSS
okS 5o s (Rl carge a5 Sl ol 3 5, e
Sy sy o (Marschner, 2012) o5l o
(Ran et al., 2020) #, 5 (Minhasa et al., 2020)
Sl lBl cage Jlrgn 0p) 8 &5 ab atie
OS5 deSls Chale 05 b jlrges b ol yo b 1S
ol 4 pesis ce e g laye, culbe (Jole 5o
0 SaS gyed 5 hlh cod alldad o Slee
b ol oy 5l Jel> bl (Huang et al., 2024)
Gl msan o b oad el Sl agl o

g2 0LS 53 Jd9 IS (slyime

28/YA

GElp55 (5995 2 (59, 0,090 b (AbJsle 9 largm 30,55 256 092
5Skae il crge LliE oles iz il 4SS
Py Seue b g (Win et al., 2019) wo 5 oS
SE 295 Sumex Gl g S pliendo oS58
2 Omee Sleade, g g Al e b sl |y s
ol ol Gulidl 4y iy ) ol ) yili8l WS o el )8 oLS
ond e Sl (el 5 yed (0395%5) (2138 Slge g
Fgd 5ylal 4 Spa ol g lie slge Jl Ly
Sglie obS S Shee Gl apymie Laled g 00,5 SeS
&l oy Jodws )= sloawl (Minhasa et al., 2020)
Sl 0l o A 135 (5905 (19, odims JSis
S5 e (g s w3l g $ln 02
5 Sy gl GRIBIL Gier Sy B Wik
Slr obF 5l 090 (S (B el g oS g

(Ranetal., 2020) 545 o ,> slooww! Fiwgs
Judgls pslis

slojles Jlize Sl 3t s J3g 15 a3l
Sk T L ihdslne (F Jpaz) <85 13 oaules]
9 e LB 50 50 Ll 5o g, 0)d9b o
S 50 55 Ve e 50 69, gl 99 0 b (SBL Jeloe
OV Jbe o b L8)lST (et lh Sl e Jlr g
0,390 il jo p S e ¥ (AL slone bl IS 5o
Wlod Jdg k5 atls 3 ey Ve lEl s,
S50 slojles ohlS camolis a5 wl cuslice wals
ol Gl egat 0 pil> (pw)n o eslinl
ey splie @l B Jgu2) g olS Judg)lS
695 08960 b (LAbslome 5150 g5 (slgime 2l
«Vojodi Mehrabani et al., 2016) s e  Sloesd ;o
Vojodi ) wgos>shul 4 (Gupta et al., 2022) ,Ls
5hoeolansl ol 5,155 (Mehrabani et al,, 2017
Slge d9y9 Il crge ol (B9 3 59, Sl
IS wge g 0nd Joho lid logase Joho 4 (o3¢
Fawgid 35y 5 el (sl dad (g e gilie


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/11.4.21
https://nbr.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3666-en.html

Nova Biologica Reperta 11(4): 21-36 (2025) OF ) TIYE F o)leds N Val> ¢ ) pole 10 (pg sloasdly

695 0056 b (Gab shome g ylrgm 0,5 Con G305 (5395 69, sy 5 (Soielsnd Slho il )y 4o —F Jeua
Table 4. Analysis of variance for the physiological traits, and Zn content of C. pepo. under biochar application and
foliar spraying with zinc nanoparticles.

Source of df oil Oil | Chlorophyll Total Relative | Total Flavonoid | Antho | Zn
variation content | yield index soluble solid | water phenoli content cyani | conte
content content c n nt
content conte
nt
Replication 2 99" 0.13" 17ns 14.5™ 35" 6.3™ 0.9 0.5™ | 20m™
Biochar (A) 2 189" 1.7 35 43" 1418™ 70™ 1.7 2.4™ 76"
Foliar spray (B) | 2 364" 2.3" 88" 8.8™ 491" 56" 0.33™ 0.17" | 197
BxA 4 152" 4.9 29" 49.2" 377™ 158" 0.69™ 0.24" | 38"
Error 16 12 0.11 2.3 12 154 5.1 0.12 0.13 10
CV. 10 7.9 10 8.2 9.4 12 2.8 2.1 7.0
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ns, * and ** refer to nonsignificant and significant differences at 5 and 1% probability levels, respectively.
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Table 5. Mean compression for the interaction effects of biochar application and foliar spray with nano zn on

physiologic traits and Zn content of C. pepo.

Biochar Foliar spray Chlorophyll index Total soluble solid | Phenolic content | Zn content

(t/ha) (mg/L) (Spad) content ( °Brix) (mg/g DW) (mg/kg DW)
0 0 184 1.1¢ 25° 29.4°
0 2 24° 1.6° 36° 32.9°
0 2 22° 1.5¢ 36° 32.2°
5 0 24° 1.1¢ 33 34.2°
5 2 200 1.6° 42° 43.6°
5 4 35° 1.8° 40 44.8°
10 0 22° 1.5¢ 28.9° 31.1°
10 2 36° 2.3 44P 44,28
10 4 357 2.6 46° 4218

el sas 00ls (L P 0) S5ls (yg05] (Glies pr (pdY Sigliste g yo b b Lo o lo e glis
Significant differences among treatments are indicated by different Latin letters based on Duncan's test (P<5%).
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Figure 1. Mean compression for the effects of biochar application on leaf relative water content of C. pepo
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