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Abstract. Methods of physical and chemical adsorption of heavy metals have disadvantages in some
ways- such as high cost and ineffectiveness at low concentrations. In recent decades methods of
biological uptake of heavy metals have been investigated. The biological adsorbents include bacteria,
fungi and alga, among which algae have the highest efficiency of metal uptake. This study indicated that
Alginic acid is most responsible for the uptake of metals, such as nickel (II) and cadmium (II). Fucus
serratus, brown alga, used as a cost-effective adsorbent for the biological uptake of cadmium and nickel
ions simultaneously in a batch reactor in this study. Surface structure of algae has also been investigated.
Adsorption kinetics have been measured and the results have indicated that the equilibrium time is about
300 minutes. The adsorption isotherm was interpreted by means of the Langmuir equation. The maximum
adsorption rate for cadmium (IT) and nickel (II) turned out to be about 0.85 and 0.95 mmol/g, respectively.
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Table 1. Ratio amount of mannuronic acid, glucuronic acid and alginic acid in algae.
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Table 2. The composition of brown algae Fucus serratus.
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Table 3. The comparing the structural properties of biological adsorbent (Fucus serratus) before and after

treatment with distilled water.
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Fig. 1. Kinetic adsorption of cadmium and nickel ions by the alga in the water (initial concentration of Cd

and Ni 0.135 mmol/ L or algal concentration of 0.1 g/ L).
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Fig. 2. Isotherm of nickel and cadmium adsorption in distilled water (concentration of 0.011 to 0.387
mmol per liter in distilled water and algae concentration 0.1 mg).
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Fig. 3. Isotherm adsorption nickel cadmium ions in the presence of distilled water using a linear model
Langmuir. (Concentration of 0.011 to 0.387 mmol per liter in distilled water and algae concentration 0.1

mg).
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Table 4. Langmuir parameters related to the adsorption isotherm of cadmium and nickel by Fucus

serratus.
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Table 5. Comparative uptake of cadmium and nickel in different biosorbents.
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