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Abstract. Androgens have been proved to have positive effect on hair follicle growth and wound healing; therefore this
study was aimed mainly to evaluate the impact of sheep testis extract on the improvement and growth of hair follicle as
well as recovery of injuries on the skin of Wistar rats. In this experimental study, rats were randomly divided into 7
groups: control (negative control), sham (treatment with physiologic serum), experimental group 1 (treatment with
100% sheep testis extract), experimental group 2 (treatment with 75% extract), experimental group 3 (treatment with
50% extract), positive control 1 (treatment with honey for evaluation of wound healing) and positive control 2
(treatment with Minoxidil for evaluation of hair follicle growth). Then, rats were killed and the removed approximate
wound skin was fixed in 10% formalin, kept in paraffin block. In addition, the serial sections with 6 pum thickness were
prepared and hematoxylin eosin staining was performed. Then, epidermal thickness, the number of fibroblast, basal
cells, inflammatory cells, vessel bud and hair follicle were assessed. Statistical analysis was performed by one way
ANOVA, Tukey test at p >0.05. The results showed that the wound healing process, the hair follicle formation, the re-
epithelialization, the angiogenesis, the number of basal cell, fibroblasts, and the number of follicles were significantly
improved in the experimental groups 1 and 2 (in comparison with control group (p>0.05). Results of this study
demonstrated that the sheep testis extract induced improvement in regeneration process, wound healing and hair follicle
growth in rats, which can be suggested as a suitable candidate for clinical wound healing studies due to its richness of
androgen and growth factors.
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Fig. 1. The thickness of the epithelium on the seventh day of treatment in the control, sham, positive control and

experimental groups. A) Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C) Experimental 3, (D) control, (E) positive control 1,
(F) sham, as shown in the figre, the thickness of the epithelium on the seventh day in group A; B; D; F had the highest

epithelialization process (H & E staining. Magnification 400x.
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Table 1. Comparison of epithelium thickness in experimental groups during skin regeneration period (3, 7, 14, 28 days) on the basis

of micrometer.
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S
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sham which were stained with H & E method. Magnification 400x.
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Fig. 3. The density of inflammatory cells on the seventh day of treatment in the control, sham, positive control and
experimental groups which is shown with arrows. (A)Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C) Experimental 3, (D)
control, (E) positive control 1, (F) sham, which indicated the highest density of inflammatory cells on the seventh day
in group A; B ; F. Magnification 400x.

(YA 5 VF &V OF (slajs)) oy 63loiliogsn (o 53 andllan Coms (slaos 8 55 ol (sl shos 515 ds lio — ¥ oLt el

Table 3. Comparison the number of inflammatory cells in the experimental groups during skin regeneration period (3,
7, 14, 28 days).
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Fig. 4. Frequency of blood vessels on the seventh day of treatment in the control, sham, experimental groups which is
shown with arrows. (A) Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C) Experimental 3, (D) control, (E) positive control 1, (F)
sham, the number of blood vessels on the seventh day in all categories increased with highest rate in A, B and D groups.

Magnification 400x.
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Table 4. Comparison the number of blood vessels in the experimental groups during skin regeneration period (3, 7

days).
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Fig. 5. Evaluation of fibroblast cell number in the seventh day of treatment in the control, sham, positive control and
experimental groups which is shown with arrows. A) Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C) Experimental 3, (D)

control, (E) positive control 1, (F) sham, the number of fibroblasts in the seventh day in all groups showed elevation but
groups D, A and B showed more increment rther than another groups. Magnification 400x.
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Fig. 6. Investigating the appearance of hair follicles on the fourteenth day of treatment in control, sham, positive control
and experimental groups which are indicated in the center of the circle. A) Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C)
Experimental 3, (D) control, (E) and positive control 2, (F) sham. As shown, hair follicles were observed on the
fourteenth day in groups A & B and no hair follicle have formed in other groups. Magnification 400x.
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Table 6. Comparison the number of hair follicles in the experimental groups during skin regeneration period (14, 28

days).
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Fig.7. The number of hair follicles in the twenty-eighth day of treatment in the control group, sham, positive control
and experimental groups which marked with arrows. (A) Experimental 1, (B) Experimental 2, (C) Experimental 3, (D)
control, (E) and positive control 2, (F) sham, as shown, the number of hair follicles were increased in the twenty-eighth
treatment period with highest rate in A, B, E . Magnification 400x
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